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ORIGIN EUR-25 

INEO OCT-01 ISO-00 SS-20 H-03 NSC-10 10-14 CIAE-00 COME-00 

DODE-00 EB-11 EMC-04 INR-10 NSAE-00 RSC-01 CG-00 

COA-02 DLOS-06 JUSE-00 PA-04 USIA-15 PRS-01 SPC-03 

SAM-01 L-03 SCA-01 VO-03 /138 R 

DRAETED BY EUR/EE:EHURWITZ:GB 
APPROVED BY EUR/EE:RBHOUSTON,JR. 

S/EW-COA:CMDR WELLING 

003267 

PR301508Z JAN 74 
EM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY SOEIA PRIORITY 
INEO AMEMBASSY ROME 

CONEIDENTIAL STATE 019529 

ROME FOR US DEL TO ICNAE 

E.0.11652: GDS 
TAGS: EEIS, BU, US 

SUBJECT: SEIZURE OE BULGARIAN EISHING VESSEL 
REF: SOFIA'S 1 14 

1. APPRECIATE YOUR USEFUL COMMENTS TO TRAIKOV (REETEL). 

2. YOU MAY TELL APPROPRIATE MEA OEEICIAL THAT SEAMAN 
YORDAN YORDANOV IS BEING TREATED EOR INFECTION IN RECTAL 
AREA AND THAT HE HAS SERIOUS CASE OE ULCERS. PUBLIC 
HEALTH PHYSICIAN HAS RECOMMENDED THAT HE NOT RETURN TO 
SEA DUTY. WE HAVE BEEN IN TOUCH WITH BULGARIAN EMBASSY 
REGARDING YORDANOV AND SAID WE WOULD EACILITATE PROCEDURES 
TO HAVE HIM EVACUATED BY COMMERCIAL AIRPLANE TO BULGARIA 

IE EMBASSY SO DESIRED. TWO OTHER SEAMEN HAVE MINOR MEDICAL 
PROBLEMS WHICH HAVE BEEN TREATED. BULGARIAN CONSUL IVANOV 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 019529 

VISITED SHIP JANUARY 29 AND PRESUMABLY INEORMED HIMSELF 
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ABOUT YORDANOV AND STATUS OF OTHER SEAMEN. 

3. AT YOUR DISCRETION, YOU CAN POINT OUT TO MFA THAT US 
PRESS COVERAGE WAS NOT "SENSATIONAL" AS TRAIKOV TERMED IT 
(REFTEL). MOST EXTENSIVE COVERAGE WAS IN NY TIMES, A 
NEWSPAPER WHICH USUALLY GIVES SUBSTANTIAL SPACE TO MARITIME 
AFFAIRS, PARTICULARLY THOSE INVOLVING THE AREA NEAR NEW 
YORK. ITS ARTICLES WERE ACCURATE AND UNEXCITED 

AND RESULTED FROM USUAL OBSERVATIONS AT GOVERNORS 
ISLAND, NOT FROM ANY COAST GUARD RELEASE, SINCE NONE 
WAS ISSUED. PRESS COVERAGE DROPPED SHARPLY JANUARY 29, 

WITH SOME WASHINGTON AND NEW YORK PAPERS CARRYING 
ONLY SMALL ARTICLE ON LEGAL PROCEEDINGS IN INSIDE PAGES. 


4. FYI: THERE IS POSSIBILITY THAT ATTORNEY FOR CAPTAIN 
WILL RECOMMEND TO BULGARIANS OUT OF COURT SETTLEMENT, 
WHICH OFTEN OCCURS IN THIS KIND OF CASE. KISSINGER 
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